
SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM
Children 18 years old and younger have access to free, nutritious meals when school is not in session 
during the summer months at over 1,300 sites statewide. Parents can text FOOD to 877-877 to find the 
nearest site or use the MDE Meet Up and Eat Up site locator tool on the MDE website to find a 

participating location. Wherever kids see a Meet Up and Eat Up sign, they know 
they can eat during the summer absolutely free and regardless of their 
household income.

In the summer of 2017, over 3.5 million meals were served at 
Michigan’s Meet Up and Eat Up sites. Look for Michigan 
districts to beat this number in 2018, with 39 added sites 
since last year. That’s including the awesome Park 
Parties by Maranda at WOOD TV8. Go, summer team!

COMMUNITY 
ELIGIBILITY PROVISION
Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) is an 
alternative way to serve 
universal free breakfast and 
lunch to all students in high 
poverty districts and schools. 
This program requires schools 
to offer free breakfast and 
lunch, but will allow individual 
schools to count and claim 
meals without the normal 
free and reduced application 
process, eliminating stigma 
and streamlining access to 
quality food.

In 2017-2018, over 210 School 
Food Authorities (SFAs) 
provided meals to nearly 
700 CEP schools. That’s over 
300,000 students served daily!

The MDE team is working hard 
to expand the CEP program 
for the 2018-2019 school year, 
with infographics and financial 
impact profiles aimed at 
showing building and district 
leaders how CEP can work at 
their schools—and feed more 
of Michigan’s kids.

TEN CENTS A MEAL 
GRANT PROGRAM
The Ten Cents a Meal 
for School Kids & 
Farms pilot program 
gives schools 
incentive match 
funding to purchase 
and serve fruits, 
vegetables, and 
dry beans grown in 
Michigan.

$375,000 was 
provided through 
competitive grants 
in 2017-2018 
to 32 districts in 
three prosperity 
regions, serving 
95,000 students. 
This pilot has been 
so successful that two 
new regions have been 
added for 2018-2019!

WEEKEND BACKPACKS
MDE partners with Feeding 
America and local food banks to 
provide backpacks of food for families in 
need. This way, Michigan’s kids have access 
to food at times when school is not in session. Both 
USDA and donated foods go home with students. In 

addition, every student at Flint Community Schools 
had access to weekend backpacks through 
supplemental state funding for Flint.

AFTER-SCHOOL SUPPERS
We all know kids are hungry after school. Michigan’s Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP) provides reimbursements to eligible 
public and private organizations for serving nutritious snacks 
and suppers to children through age eighteen who participate in 
afterschool care programs in low-income areas.

In 2017-2018, over 3.1 million suppers and 1 million snacks were 
served after the last school bell rang. With growth and expansion 
of the after school at-risk supper (ARAS) program in 2018-2019, 
the MDE projects that over 3.5 million meals will be served! 
Knowing kids are fed well balanced meals after the bell means 
Michigan kids have even more opportunities to do well in 
school and school activities.

FED KIDS are
SMART KIDS!NUTRITION EDUCATION

Team Nutrition is a USDA 
Food and Nutrition Service 
initiative supporting Child Nutrition Programs through training 

and technical assistance for food service, nutrition education 
for children and their caregivers, and school and community 
support for healthy eating and physical activity. Michigan 
Team Nutrition’s initiatives focus on increasing school meal 
participation and creating healthier school and child care 
environments. In 2017-2018, Michigan’s grant capped two 
decades of awards, with nearly $500,000 supporting school 
nutrition education.

NUTRITION FOR YOUNG CHILDREN 
Each year, more than 5,000 family and group day care homes and 575 independent 

centers and sponsors of centers participate in the Child and Adult Care Program (CACFP) 
in Michigan. In 2017-2018, these sites served more than 9.7 million breakfasts, 11.4 
million lunches, 16 million snacks, and 3.1 million suppers to children and adults in day-
care centers, afterschool at-risk programs, and family day-care homes.

CACFP plays a vital role in improving the quality of day care by making it affordable for many families. The 
program reimburses the cost of these meals and snacks in order to improve and maintain the health and 
nutritional status of participants in care, all while promoting the development of good eating habits.

FOCUS ON BREAKFAST
Eating breakfast at school improves academic performance, attendance, 
and behaviors. In 2017-2018, over 65 million school breakfasts were 
served to Michigan’s kids. Of that number, 83%, or over 54 million, were 
served at free or reduced-price (FRP). That accounted for an average daily 
participation (ADP) in school breakfast of 383,989 across the state. That’s 
almost 400,000 kids eating breakfast each day.

For the 2018-2019 year, MDE aims to raise that ADP number by 1% among 
FRP-eligible students, or 15,000 kids per day. In April 2018, Michigan was 
awarded a $60,000 School Breakfast Leadership grant through No Kid 
Hungry. Now, we need to build a network of partners intent upon reducing 
the “breakfast gap” and ensuring that Michigan kids start each day ready  
to learn.
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For more information about school 
nutrition programs, visit the 

MDE School Nutrition Programs 
website.


